The title compound, C 12 H 10 FN 3 , is approximately planar: the dihedral angles between the mean plane of the central N-N C spacer unit and the fluorobenzene and pyridine rings are 14.50 (13) and 4.85 (15) , respectively, while the dihedral angle between the aromatic rings is 16.29 (6) . The F atom lies at the same side of the molecule as the N atom of the pyridine ring. In the crystal, inversion dimers linked by pairs of N-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds generate R 2 2 (8) loops. Molecules related by translation in the a direction are linked by twostacking interactions involving pairs of benzene rings and pairs of pyridine rings. In each case, the ring-centroid separation is 3.8517 (9) Å . Two chains of this type pass through each unit cell, but there are no direction-specific interactions between adjacent chains.
Related literature
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). For pairs of aryl rings in molecules related by translation along [100], the ring centroid separation is 3.8517 (9) Å and the interplanar spacing is 3.5178 (6) Å corresponding to a ring-centroid offset of 1.568 (2) Å; for an analogous pair of pyridyl rings, the corresponding values are 3.8516 (8) Å, 3.3347 (6) Å, and 1.927 (2) Å respectively. Despite the presence of two independent rings and a large excess of C-H bonds, there are no C-H···π hydrogen bonds in the crystal structure.
S2. Synthesis and crystallization
2-Pyridylhydrazine (439.5 mg, 4.0 mmol) was added to a solution of 2-fluorobenzaldehyde (500 mg, 4.0 mmol) in methanol (10 ml) and stirred for ca. 2 min. The progress of the reaction was monitored by TLC. After completion, water (10 ml) was added and the resulting solid was collected by filtration, washed with water, dried, and crystallized by slow evaporation, at ambient temperature of a solution in methanol to give the product in the form of colourless plates in essentially quantitative yield.
S3. Refinement
Crystal data, data collection and structure refinement details are summarized in Table 1 . All H atoms were located in difference maps. The H atoms bonded to C atoms were then treated as riding atoms in geometrically idealized positions with C-H distances 0.95 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). For the H atom bonded to atom N1, the atomic coordinates were refined with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N) giving an N-H distance of 0.90 (2) Å.
Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound showing displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. A stereoview of part of the crystal structure of the title compound showing the formation of a π-stacked chain of hydrogen-bonded dimers. For the sake of clarity the H atoms bonded to C atoms have been omitted.
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